
Teenage Drunk Driving- Screening Tools for Prevention 

Background 

In 2015, approximately 2,300 teens in the United States ages 16–19 were killed in motor vehicle 
accidents. That means that six teens ages 16–19 died every day from motor vehicle injuries. 

The risk of motor vehicle crashes is highest among 16-19-year-olds.  Teen drivers ages 16 to 19 are 

nearly three times more likely than drivers aged 20 and older to be in a fatal crash.  Those at highest 

risk include: 

• Males: The death rate for males in twice that of females 

• Teen drivers with teen passengers: Having teenage passengers in the car with a teen driver 

increases the risk of a crash. As the number of teen passengers increases, the risk 

increases.     

• Newly licensed teens: Teens are particularly vulnerable to a car crash in the first few months 

of getting their license. The crash rate is 3 times higher for 16-17 year olds as compared to 

18-19 year olds.  

The Center for Disease Control Guide to Community Preventative Services has demonstrated a 

number of strategies that can reduce or prevent drunk driving.  Alcohol screening and brief 

interventions identify those teens at risk for alcohol abuse and get them assistance with treatment 

and support.  Illinois DocAssist provides training on how to implement alcohol screening and 

brief intervention programs to physicians and other healthcare providers.  Click here to review all 

of the recommended strategies. 

https://www.cdc.gov/motorvehiclesafety/impaired_driving/states.html. 
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